Ultimate
Leisure
Escape
“Nowhere else
in New Zealand
can you e-bike
over private
farm land, relax
in an outdoor
hut tub and go
stargazing at
night."

E XCLUSIVE RELEASE
By Tom Kalliber
Building an upmarket villa as a base for his
own outdoor adventures 15 years ago has
led to a thriving five-star rental business for
Release Wanaka founder, Nick Frame.

By Penny Simpson
A vision to provide an energy independent experience
where people can relax, explore and unwind has led to the
establishment of a combination electric bike cruise, outdoor
hot tub and stargazing venture near Wanaka.

Originally from Melbourne, Nick moved to Wanaka
after several years skiing and working in Colorado.
Attracted by the endless opportunities for enjoying
the Southern Lakes landscape he built a property on
Mount Gold Place with a couple of mates, as a base
for fishing, skiing and mountain biking.

LandEscape has been set up by Rik and Juliet Deaton on 115 hectares
of private farmland on Camp Hill Road, midway between Lakes Wanaka
and Hawea, and blends leisure biking trails, natural-style hot tubs and
stargazing spots in one destination just 12 minutes’ drive from Wanaka.

Nick’s vision transformed the villa into a high-end
rental with true local character. He sourced artwork
and hand-crafted furniture from around the region to
create The Release Private Retreat.

“Nowhere else in New Zealand can you e-bike over private farm land,
relax in an outdoor hut tub and go stargazing at night, all in the same
place, knowing that the operation will eventually be completely run from
renewable energy and the spring-fed hot tubs are chemical-free,” says
Rik. “We have owned this special piece of land since 1991 and we are
excited to share it with visitors to Wanaka and our local community as a
vibrant, sustainable and meaningful visitor experience.”

Although the property is no longer in his portfolio,
the philosophy behind it lives on both in Nick’s
company name and his desire for guests to not
just visit the area, but truly experience its unique
attractions and environment.
“I used to live in Crested Butte, a 3.5-hour drive from
Aspen in the US Rockies. It had a spirit and edginess
that I found missing from its slicker, more famous
neighbour. I think there are similar differences

LandEscape has a of fleet of Swiss-made YouMo e-bikes which are
simple to operate, comfortable and ideal for riders with limited biking
skills. The private cycle trails have been specifically designed for bikers
of varying levels and less experienced riders can gain confidence and
skills in a safe and controlled environment.

The Dacha has
commanding lake and
mountain views and can
host up to 16 people.

“Our E-bike experiences can be booked in half-day, full-day or multi-day
cruises with picnic lunch options available,” he says. “YouMo e-bikes
can carry two batteries and are the perfect choice for the soon to be
connected and integrated Otago Great Rides network. LandEscape is
located on the northern boundary of this new network and we will be
ready to accommodate riders who want to explore more.”

between Wanaka
and Queenstown
which is why
we only have
properties on this
side of the Crown
Range.”

Aurum is a secluded private villa with
outstanding views, just a five-minute walk
from Lake Wanaka. Sleeps six.

Release Wanaka now has an experienced, team of six,
managing more than 40 rental properties.
“I also specialise as an under the radar, buyer’s agent
sourcing off-market real estate opportunities for
investors, then my local team, utilise our trusted local
networks and manage the luxury fit-out and furnishing
of the properties as high-end holiday rentals. This varies
from small renovations to complete fit-outs and appeals
especially to property owners who live away from
Wanaka,” says Nick.
“We understand local demand and how to maximise
returns at the top end of the rental market, even
down to the arrangement of beds that will attract the

widest variety of groups. Most of our customers fit the
classic cash rich, time poor profile. We’ve had tech
entrepreneurs staying with us to recharge, and ‘digital
nomads’ escaping the northern hemisphere winter to
work remotely in our glorious summer and autumn.”
Nick says a good reason for staying in a Release
Wanaka property is the company’s concierge service –
the Wanaka Travel Fixer – that can arrange every aspect
of a guest’s stay.
“We say it’s not just where you go and what you do,
but who you do it with. We’ve built relationships with
professional guides, chefs, local athletes and elite
outdoors men and women in our community who
embody the Wanaka lifestyle and love to share some
local secrets.”

Eight hot tubs are strategically placed on the property to take
advantage of the natural surroundings with its 360-degree views,
backdropped by exceptional alpine scenery.
“The hot tubs are filled with fresh alpine water from the on site spring
and heated by renewable energy sources,” says Rik. “The water is
continuously filtered and sanitised to drinking water standard and each
hot tub has its own change room, toilet and rinse-off shower. Our guests
are taken to their private hot tub facility by electric shuttle vehicle.”
Rik and Juliet anticipate LandEscape will eventually run entirely from
an energy autonomous micro-grid and future plans are for a range of
accommodation options along with a bar and restaurant with a focus on
local, sustainable cuisine.
River Ridge

INTRODUCING
AN EXCITING NEW
OUTDOOR HOT
TUB AND E-BIKE
DESTINATION
FOR WANAKA

Central Otago
Owen Churchman
027 440 2148 www.spasandshades.co.nz
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A delightful network of gentle and scenic
cycle trails and private outdoor hot tubs
on 300 acres of pristine farmland just
12 minutes from central Wanaka.

P6 3

A new Wanaka must-do for locals
and visitors alike.

ENJOY THE RIDE!

To book or to get in touch:
P: +64 3 443 1588
E: hello@landescape-wanaka.nz
www.landescape-wanaka.nz
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